To tbe Masrzn and FxtTIOows of UnrvzaaTy Cores, 
in OxyrorD. 
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GENTLEMEN, 


at part is finiſhed : much of mine remains to be performed. You 
have expelled me; and my character requires that the tauſe. of that 
expulſion ſhould be made public. I write. this from no perſonal enmity; I 
am compelled, by my fituation, to ſtate every circumſtance as it happened. 
And I am perſuaded that no man will accuſe me of unworthy malevolence ; 
if, in the defence of my own cauſe, I am forced to bring charges againſt 
ſome of you, which ſhall appear to be of a very diſhonourable nature. If I 
either enlarge, ſuppreſs, or miſrepreſent any circumſtance or circumſtances, 
it is in the power of every one of you to confute them, which if you do not, 
I flatter myſelf the candid public will give credit to the relation, to which I 
now proceed, 


On Monday laſt, about eight o'clock in the evening, 1 was fitting in my 


room, with ſome gentlemen whom 1 had engaged to ſpend the evening with 
me; accordingly I ſent my ſervant to the Buttery for proviſions. He re- 


turned, and informed me, that my name in the Buttery-books was crafſed; 


(a puniſhment which diſabled me from procuring any in College.) A gen- 
tleman preſent ſupplied my wants; and I, conſcious of no offence, and 
irritated at ſuch treatment, wrote and ſent the following billet to the Dean 
of the College. 

« Mr. Daviſon preſents his compliments to Mr. Dale, and is much obli- 
0 rr CUTIES Perhaps 
<« his favour will be equally uſeful hereafter.” _ 


About half an hour after, 1 paſſed through the Quadrangle, where I mer 
Mr. Burgeſs, a gentleman of the College, and Mr. Dale, with whom I held 
ſome converſation, that will be mentioned hereafter. >We parted, and walk- 
AS for ,, TS 
Dale, For what offence my name was croſſed. He anſwered, That I came 
into College at twelve o'clock the night before. I proved that I ſupped in 
College with many gentlemen, who did not ſeparate till paſt that time. He 
then replied, that my name was croſſed becauſe I had not delivered an Im- 
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poſition to him, which I received before the laſt Vacation.—The next day I was 
ſent for by the Maſter ; who was fitting with the Dean. He produced the 
billet above-mentioned, and demanded, If I wrote it? I anſwered that I did. 
If with a deſign to affront the Dean? The Dean might look upon it in what 
light he choſe From the Maſter I went to Mr. Scott, my Tutor; with 
whom 1 found the Dean had likewiſe been ; and upon converfation, I had 
great reaſon to believe that the Dean had miſrepreſented the affair very 
much. Mr. Scott ſeemed to acknowledge it. I aſked him, from whom 1 
might have redreſs? He anſwered, that the beſt method I could take, would 
be to render my cauſe wholly defenſible, by delivering my Impoſition to the 
Dean ; and to preſent a written memorial of my complaints to the Maſter. 
This advice I declared I would follow. He affented ; but defired to fee the 
memorial firſt. Accordingly, the next day, I ſent the Impoſition to the 
Dean ; and about an hour after a card, in which 1 defired toknow, for what 
_ offence my name continued to be croſſed. He anſwered, that He was xot yet 
fatisfied. [1 then carried the memorial to Mr. Scott. He received it, peruſed 
it, and faid it would not do: that he had entirely altered his opinion; and 
could not ſuffer the memorial to be preſented. Why ? Becauſe he did not 
believe the accuſations to be true. That was what I meant to have proved. 
Had be any other obje&tions ?. No. I then delivered the following paper to 
the Maſter. 
Cds moths is dimes, her tn enk ho ee bes 
ſelf to have been ill- treated by one of the inferiour officers of the College, he 
| may expett redreſs from the Maſter ; he begs leave to tate the following 
25 

« Firft. Mr. Dale this morning laid his complaint of Mr. Daviſon's beha- 
44 in which 
he affirmed, that he, full two months paſt, gave Mr. Daviſon an Impo- 
NN 
a fortnight paſt, he ſent (or ſpoke) to Mr. Daviſon for the fame; and 
finally crofſed his name, becauſe it was not yet delivered. The fecond 
part of this account, viz. that Mr. Dale fent for the Impoſition, Mr. 
Daviſon declares to be an abſolute and direct falfity. If Mr. Dale can 
prove that he ever demanded the faid Impoſition in any manner, Mr. 
Daviſon deſerves and will fubmit to any puniſhment ; if Mr. Dale cannot, 
what does he deſerve ? | 


« Secondly. The end ciocumflence Mr, Davidan would mention, is this. 


He, Mr. Daviſon, caſually in the Quadrangle met Mr. Burgeſs, who aſked 


him Whether he broke his door the night before ? Mr. Daviſon anſwered 
by demanding of him, What ſhadow of pretence he had to tax him with 
that action? He replied, that Mr. Dale told him, that it was Mr. Daviſon 
who broke his door. Mr. Dale was in the Quadrangle ; Mr. Daviſon ap- 


plied 
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plied to him ; he denied the ſpeech. Mr. Burgeſs again affirmed that he had 
ſpoken it. Mr. Dale made no reply, and Mr. Daviſon left them. 

« Thirdy. Mr. Daviſon has likewiſe great reaſon to believe, that Mr. 
Dale, in his repreſentation of the affair, has paid no greater regard to truth, 
in many other inſtances, than in theſe above recited. To prove that he has 
reaſon for this belief, Mr. Daviſon defires no more than to confront Mr. 
Dale, in the Preſence of the Maſter. 
% Fourthly. A fourth cauſe of complaint ariſes from the firſt. Mr. Da- 
viſon ſubmits it to the Maſter, whether it was not very unjuſt to puniſh 
him for the omiſſion therein recited, without giving him information of it; 
particularly, as this circumſtance happened in Mr. Daviſon's favour, that 
he went out of College for the Chriſtmas vacation, before the time appoint- 
ed to give up the Impoſition.” 

To theſe I added a-Fifth oral complaint, viz. that my name continued to 
be croſſed, although I had delivered the Impoſition. 

When the Maſter had peruſed the contents of this memorial, he informed 
me, that he would convene the Fellows to take cognizance of my beha- 
viour, without mentioning that he would take the leaſt cogniſance of my com- 
plaints I left him, and went to a Gentleman of the College, with whom I 
dined in the Hall. Upon my taking a ſeat, Mr. Coulſon, one of the Fel- 
lows, got up, and told me that I could not dine there, as I had no name 
upon their Books, while 1 continued to be croſſed. I anfwered, that he had 
mentioned the very reaſon, why I did dine there; that, if I had a name 
upon their Books, I would have dined at my own table, but that in the pre- 
ſent caſe, 1 dined as a perfect ſtranger at that, to which the Gentleman, who 
had invited me, belonged. —The next day the Fellows were convened in 
their Common Room. I was ſummoned, and attended. There were preſent 
the Maſter, Dr. Wetherell, Mr. Coulſon, two Mr. Scotts, Mr. Fiſher, and 
Mr. Dale, who do not conſtitute one half of the complete number. And 
here, although it is nothing to the purpoſe, I cannot refrain myſelf from 
mentioning one circumſtance, which will ſhew the great tenderneſs and po- 
liteneſs, with which I was treated. They were ſeated on each fide of a large 
table, that was placed before the fire ; at the farther end of which they ſuf- 
fered me to ſtand the whole time I was in the Room. The Maſter now ad- 
dreſſed his diſcourſe to me, and informed me, that I was convened before 


that Society to anſwer to the three following mi/demeanours, with which 1 
was charged. 

Firſt, That I had frequently neglected to attend divine ſervice in Chapel. 

Secondly, That I had frequently neglected to attend in Hall during the 
time of dinner. 

Thirdly, That I had offended with regard to my behaviour towards the 
Dean. 


I was 
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I was called upon to reply to theſe allegations ; and ſpoke as follows, Sir, 


with reſpect to the two firſt articles, I ſhall make uſe of the ſame defence. I am 
accuſed of having neglected to attend in Chapel and in Hall. I grant the truth 
of both accuſations, and ſhould be glad to be informed, what Gentleman has 
not neglected both as well as I, in the courſe of three years abode in Oxford. 
At what time, and how often I have neglected to attend, you are wholly ſilent. 
Your charge againſt me is entirely general—and a mere general charge, is 
no charge at all. Yet notwithſtanding this, if you conſider my offences 
with regard to theſe articles alone, name the time, when I neglected to attend 
either, and I will fubmit to the puniſhment you ſhall think proper to inflict 
for that neglect. As to the third article, I defire to be informed in what 
manner I have offended, with regard to my behaviour towards the Dean. 
I was anſwered in four points. 
Fit, That I had left College without the Dean's leave, at a time, when 
r 
« Secondly, That ſince my return I had neglected to deliver up the ſame. 
% Thirdly, That I had written an inſalent note to the ſaid Dean. 
« Fourthly, That I had dined in Hall, when my name was croſſed, at a 
table appropriated to my Betters.” 
To theſe accuſations I replied, That it was true, I had neglected to deliver 
up the impoſition before I quitted College for the Vacation; and likewite 
for ſome time after my return. That I did not mean to defend my conduct 
therein. However, that the impoſition was of the ſlighteſt nature; nothing 
but to write a Latin Theme; and that every one of them well knew, 
that at that time, I had an affair upon my hands, which might well be ſup- 
poſed to engage my whole attention. Moreover, that I had been already 
puniſhed for both theſe offences, by having my name croſſed ; and that I 
I ?0o the third article I anſwered, that I acknowledged myſelf to have writ- 
ten the note that I did not fee any impropriety in it; but that they were to 
judge of it as they pleaſed. 
To the fourth article I replied, that I ſhould uſe no other defence than the 
words of Mr. Coulſon above recited ; viz. That when my name was croſſed, 
I was not to be eſteemed a Member of their College; conſequently, that I 
had an undoubted right to dine as a ftranger, with any Gentleman, who 
choſe to defire my company, at that table to which he might happen to be- 
long. I added, that I was far from being deſirous to protect myſelf by in- 
volving others in the fame ſituation, but that another Gentleman, whoſe 
name was likewiſe croſſed, had two days before dined in Hall as a ſtranger, 
and that no notice had been taken of the action This was my defence: 
A WAGER my own narration, that I may relate 


a circum- 
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a circumſtance, in which I own I am no otherwiſe concerned, than by having 
been the cauſe of it, which aroſe from my laſt argument. 

When I had left the Common Room, they ſent for the Gentleman, with 
whom I dined, they addreſſed themſelves to him in the moſt civil terms, 
they told him, that they had ever endeavoured to make their behaviour 
agreeable to him, and that they did not expect ſuch an infult from him. He 
anſwered, that he had no intention to infult them. They aſked him if h- 
had any intention to infringe the rules and orders of the Society : He an- 
ſwered, none; and they diſmiſſed him. | 

The Maſter and the Dean afterwards ſent for the other gentleman who 
had dined in Hall—They told him he muſt read a paper in the ſame Hall to 
aſk pardon for that action. He refuſed. They told him he muſt at leaſt 
ſign one. He ſtill refuſed. They threatened. He was reſolute. Finally, 
they aſked him if he had any objection to do what Mr. T-—4, the gentle- 
man with whom I dined, had done. What, fays he, has Mr. T-—4d 
ſigned the paper? He received for anſwer, Mr. T——d's name will be in Hall 
to-day. Confounded at ſo unexpected an event, he conſented to do as much as 
Mr. T——8d had done. Accordingly, a paper to the following purport was 
that day fixed upon the Hall door. 

« Mr. T and Mr. L— confeſſed this day before us, that they 
« dined, &c. the other introduced, &c. entirely through ignorance, and 
« without any intention to infringe the rules of this Society.“ | 

wines. R. DALE. = 


In ſuch a manner was the one cheated into conſent by the meaneſt equivo- 
cation, while the other remained, wholly ignorant of the tranſaction. And 
what was the conſequence ? The laſt mentioned gentleman publicly, during 
the time of dinner, tore the ſame paper down. But to return to myſelf, I 
was aſked if I had any thing more to alledge in my defence: I anſwered, 
nothing. I then deſired the Maſter to cauſe the Memorial to be read which 
I had preſented to him, and I retired. 

A ſhort time after, the Maſter ſent for me to his houſe -I attended—and 
was informed by him, that the Society had taken into conſideration the Ar- 
ticles, for which I Fed indified, together with my anſwers to them, and 
were come to the following reſolutions : ſt, That I ſhould read 4 Paper in 
the Hall, to be drawn up by them; in which I ſhould aſk pardon for my 
ſeveral Offences. 2dly, That I ſhould ſubmit to what farther puniſhment, 
they ſhould be pleaſed to inflict. 

I now demanded if they had raken my Memorial into conſideration hke- 
wiſe; and was anſwered, that they had. I demanded whether they came to 
any reſolution thereupon ; and was anſwered, to none. That the affair in 
the Quadrangle was repreſented in a different manner by one of their own 
Members. I recollected that Mr. Scott, jun. was preſent, and inſtantly ex- 
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claimed againſt, and appealed from that moſt unjuſt decifion, in which one 
man was both judge and witneſs, at the fame time that two gentlemen, whe 
were likewiſe preſent, and who were ready to declare upon oath, if there was 
occaſion, that every word was as I have repreſented it, were refuſed to be 
heard. =I then told him, that I expected to have received my ſentence in 
the ſame place, and from the ſame perſons who had adjudged it ; that to 
uſe a law term, if I had any thing to move in arreſt of judgment, I might 
declare it before the perſons who had the power to grant that arreſt. I aſked 
him if he had ſuch power? he ſaid he had not; but defired to hear what I 
had to object to their deciſion. Accordingly, in the way of converſation, 1 
told him, that in the firſt place, one common puniſhment was inflifted for 
three different offences, which I held to be wholly inequitable and illegal; 
becauſe, in that caſe, ſuppoſing a man to be guilty of two, and innocent 
with regard to the third, he muſt be compelled, either to refuſe deſerved, or 
fubmit to undeſerved puniſhment. That I defired they would inflict a ſepa- 
rate puniſhment for each offence, and that I would then ſubmit to ſuch as 1 
ſhould be proved to have deſerved. In the ſecond place, I obſerved that they 
had reſerved to themſelves an unlimited right of farther puniſhment ;, and 
that I muſt inſiſt upon knowing the whole, to which I was enjoined to ſub- 
mit, at once. left him; and the next day received the following paper: 
« I, John Daviſon, do hereby acknowledge, that I have frequently ne- 
Maſter to the contrary ; that I have been negligent of attendance in the 
Hall during the Time of Dinner ; and that I have given great offence to the 
College, by my idle treatment of the Dean of the ſaid College. For all 
_ theſe offences againſt the good order and diſcipline of the ſame, I do hereby 
beg Pardon of the Maſter and Fellows, and in particular of the Dean, and 
ſincerely promiſe never to offend in like manner for the future, but to be- 
| have as becometh a good Member of Society. 

Feb. 21, 1772. 
Mr. Daviſon is enjoined by the Society to read the above Form to-morrow 
the 22d inftant in the Hall during the time of dinner.” 

R. DALE, Regiſtrar. 

I gave immediate notice that I would not read this paper. I did not read 
it: The Fellows were again convened ; and ſeparated without my knowledge. 
The Mafter ſent for me about ſeven o'clock in the evening. I attended. I 
aſked him if I was expelled. He anſwered, yes. I demanded a paper con- 
taining the reaſons for that Expulſion. He gave me the following. We 
talked upon indifferent ſubjects, which it would be ungenerous to mention, 
and I left him. 


Univ. Coll. Feb. 21, 1772. 
« Mr. rn. ſeveral 
matters exhibited againſt him were— 
Firſh, 


[#1] 
Fit, Neglect of Divine Service ofter frequent admeniticns from the Maſter 
-<vilhout amendment. 


e“ Secondy, Non-attendance in the Hall during the Time of Dinner. 


& Thirdly, His contemptuous Treatment of the Dean and Diſcipline of the 
Collegez—by going out of College without the Dean's leave, when under 


cenſure, without giving up his Literary Exerciſe, which was ſet him for miſ- 


behaviour in the Chapel ; by declaring to the Dean that he would not do 
his Literary Exerciſe ; by writing a diſreſpectful and contemptuous Note to 
him, when he had croſſed Mr. Daviſon's name; and by going and dining in 


the Hall, at a Table appropriated to his Swperiors, whilft under that cenſure, 
contrary to the rules and orders of the Society.” 


Mr. Daviſon gave no ſatisfactory reply to theſe Charges. —A Paper which 


Mr. Daviſon had given to the Maſter was likewiſe conſidered Upon mature 
Confederation of the whole, it was unanimouſly determined by the Maſter and 
Fellows, that for the ſake of the preſervation of good Order and Diſcipline, 
Mr. Daviſon ſhould be enjoined publicly to aſk Pardon of the Dean in the 
common Tall, during the Time of Dinner, on the morrow—to make pro- 
per acknowledgments for his paſt miſbehaviour, and to ſubmit to fuch other 
kind of puniſhment as ſhould be agreed upon by the Society. 
Univ. Coll. Feb. 22. 

« Mr. John Daviſon not appearing in the Hall, during the time of dinner, 
to read the Form preſctibed ; but having refuſed in expreſs terms to comply 
therewith—It was unanimouſly determined, agreeably to the Statutes of the 
College, that he foorld ceoſe to be a Member of the ſame, propter Contumaciam et 
Incorribilitatem.” Signed, 


R. DALE, Regiſtrar. 


In this manner the affair concluded. I have laid before the Public a faith- 


ful, I wiſh I could add a brief account of every circumſtance. But as the 
buſineſs itfelf was protracted to the ſpace of a whole week, and as I was 
forced to follow it through every movement, I hope I ſhall be pardoned, not 
only for my prolixity, but likewiſe, if any not very material circumſtance ſhould 
happen to have eſcaped my obſervation: eſpecially, if the exceedingly ſhort ſpace 
of time be conſidercd, in which I have been forced by my ſituation to draw up 
this Letter.—l ſhall treſpaſs upon the Reader's patience yet a little longer ; 
and deſire to be indulged in a few obſervations : Firſt, Upon the Affair in 
general: Secondly, Upon the laſt Paper that was delivered to me. Firſt 
then, I would deſire every impartial perſon to conſider well the Articles, for 
which, as I was modeſtly informed, I foed indicted; to abſtract the defence I 
made from them; to ſuppoſe me guilty of every particular; and then to aſk 
his own breaſt, whether they were of ſuch a nature, as to juſtify an Jeno- 
minious Expulſion? If it be objected that J was expelled, not for theſe 
offences themſelves, but for refuſing to ſubmit to the puniſhment enjoined in 
conſequence of them : I change my queſtion ; and demand, Whether they 
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were of fuch a nature as to juſtify that puniſhment ? If they were not, the 
Maſter and Fellows might as well command a Gentleman to leap out of a 
two pair of ſtairs window, and expel him in conſequence of his refuſal. 
And I truſt, that when every partial or impartial perſon conſiders likewiſe 
the defence made to thoſe Articles, his own breaſt will anſwer in the negative. 
There is but one which carries the leaſt ſhadow of offence, viz. the Billet 
written to the Dean; Was I expelled for that? If any man think that my dining 
in Hall was wrong, becauſe of their unwritten, unheard of Rules and Orders 
to the contrary, let him attend to this. I dined with the ſame Gentleman 
in Hall a ſecond time. The Mafter in conſequence ſent for him again: He 
went; and defended his undoubted right. The Maſter gave up the matter of 
right ;, and defired as a favour that be would never invite Me more. 

I come now to the laſt- mentioned paper. My learned, and, indeed, un- 
learned Reader will immediately ſee the cauſe, upon account of which J or- 
dered ſome expreſſions therein to be printed in a different character. Indeed 
it will be well worth every perſon's time, to take notice of the joint produce 
of the Learned Body, to which this Letter is addreſſed. But this is a matter 
of little conſequence. I have things of a more important nature to mention 
concerning this paper. Immediately upon inſpection, I acquainted the Maſ- 
ter, that the articles therein mentioned were very different from thoſe exhi- 
bited againſt me in the Common Room. He ſaid, he apprehended they 
were not. I deſired to fee their regiſter. It was kept by the Dean. Would 
the Maſter procure a copy of their whole proceedings for me? He would. 
Immediately? Yes. This was Saturday. I waited for them all Sunday, 
during which day, I reminded the Maſter of his promiſe, I believe, three 
times. The Dean was out, and I could not have them till the morning. I 
waited till Monday, and, to-day, Tueſday, was forced to deliver them from 
memory, although I would almoſt make oath that I have delivered them 
Verbatim. The Reader will ſee how much they are altered in their laſt 

Upon the whole, I apprehend the queſtion ſtands thus, If, as the Maſter 
of the College expreſsly declared to me, it is in the power of the ſaid Maſter 
and the Fellows, to expel any man for any cauſe, it was in their power to 
expel me; if it is not in their power to expel any man, bout ſufficient cauſe, 
I flatter myſelf, it was not in their power to expel me; and I am at this 
preſent time de Jure, a Member of Univerſity College.—I can never be- 
lieve, that the Free Spirit of the Britiſh Laws, will permit a man to be 
Plaintiff in one cauſe, Defendant in another; and at the fame time, Witreſs 
and Judge in both, without a poſſibility of appeal from his deciſion. Ac- 
cordingly I have ſuffered myſelf to be expelled, although over and over 
again, moſt - earneſtly entreated by the | Maſter, under pretence of his great 
regard for me and my family, to take my name out of their Books. I ſay 
; that 


(9) 


that I ſuffered myſelf to be expelled, with a determination to lodge an appeal 


tbefore the Lord Chancellor, and to try in the name, and on the behalf of 
every Gentleman, who may hereafter be inſulted, as I have been, whether 
there be, or be not, a power lodged ſomewhere, which is enabled to reverſe 
fuch inequitable decifions ; although the Maſter informed me, in his polite 
.and uſual language, that the Lord Chancellor had no more power in an affair 
-of this nature, than bis man Jobn. 

Gentlemen of the College, I now return to you, —You were pleaſed to 
ſay, both publicly and privately, that you took no notice of my complaints 
againſt Mr. Dale, becauſe they were not true ;—if that be the caſe, Gentle- 
men, let me aſk you, why was that paper not produced as an article againſt 
me? Surely, if it was falſe, it deſerved greater puniſhment than any offence 
with which I was charged; but it was true, it is true, the firſt article I will 
prove from the mouth of Mr. Scott, and I believe of the Maſter likewiſe. 
The ſecond I will prove upon the oath of two Gentlemen, who were preſent 
at the tranſaction. Of you, Dr. Wetherell, I do ſtill demand reparation for 
theſe groſs falſities, ſpoken of me, when I was not preſent. I have nothing 
to add, but that I once more call upon all and every one of you, if in any 
particular I have deviated in the leaſt from truth, immediately to prove the 
fame ; and 1 hope, char @ you os net yonduae fark Joon, Ws FOLne Wa 
believe that I have adhered to truth. 


| JOHN DAVISON. 
Tueſday n Feb. 25, 1772. 


To My. WiLLiam Scorr, Fellew of Univerſity College, Oxon. 
« $ I R, 
© You well remember, that on Tueſday the eighteenth inſtant, when 1 
waited upon you to inform you of the riſe of this preſent diſpute, you were 
pleaſed to receive me with the greateſt marks of eſteem : you remember that 
you aſſured me, that no Pupil of your's ſhould be inſulted with impunity, and 
recommended to me the proceedings, to which I have adhered. The next 
day, when I waited upon you with a memorial, drawn up by your advice, you 
were pleaſed to inform me, that you had altered your opinion, that I was 
entirely wrong, and that the Memorial was not truly ſtated. I muſt now, 
Sir, call upon you publicly to prove that aſſertion ; likewiſe to lay before 
the public, your reaſons for altering your opinion ; which, if you do not, I 
take the liberty to declare, that you will ſcarce be able to vindicate yourſelf 
from the imputation of inconflancy ; and your character from the imputation 
of having afſeried a propoſition, which you do not dare publicly to mention. 
J. DAVISON. 
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